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Dear Student,

Welcome to our Year 9 options guide. The information found here will help you make important choices around the
subjects you study in the next stage of your educational journey. It is very important that you make an informed
choice focussing on what you will need to study for the post-16 destination and course that you choose in Year 11.
As a Professional Learner, your ability to make independent choices based on information given is a key skill - this
needs to be used very carefully during this process.

In Years 10 and 11 you will study four compulsory GCSE subjects; English Language, English Literature, Mathematics
and Combined Science together with Core Physical Education (PE) and Personal Development. You will also study
three subjects, each equivalent to one GCSE, which you choose from those on offer through the options process
at Wyvern Academy.

When you choose your option subjects make sure that you make an informed choice by reading the subject
information in this booklet and speaking to the subject teachers during our Options Evening on Thursday 6% March.
Using this information choose subjects which interest you most. The more a subject interests you the more engaged
you will be with it. The more you are engaged with a subject, the more likely you are to achieve well and make good
progress. Do not choose option subjects based on the teacher, as this may change, nor based on what your friends
are choosing. This is your choice for your future.

Please note that the option choices you make are not quaranteed. Whilst there are sixteen option subjects on
offer, these may not run from September 2025 if there are not sufficient pupils choosing them. The option subjects
selected by pupils also determine how the subjects can be grouped together on the timetable. As a result some
option subject combinations will not be possible when timetabling begins. You are therefore asked not only to
choose your three preferred option subjects, through steps one and two on the ‘Option Choice Sheet’, but to indicate
two reserve subjects to help us to provide you with the options which fit closest to your wishes.

Your completed Option Choice Sheet should be submitted to the Main Office by no later than 11:00am on Friday
215t March 2025. If you have any questions or queries about our options process, please contact
wva.enquiries@consilium-at.com or speak to your Form Tutor; Head of Y9, Mr Cradgs or our Careers Advisor,
Miss Longstaff.

Yours faithfully,

Mr J. Willis
Assistant Headteacher (Quality of Education)

Headteacher: Mr P Seed  ® Eggleston View, Darlington, DL39SH ~ * Tel: 01325351 377 * www.wyvernacademy.org

) Proud to be part of
@ Consilium Excellence in all Hat we do-
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Key Information

Dates and Contacts

Week Commencing 4" February 2025 )
* Options guidance meetings with Miss Longstaff commence

Thursday 20t February 2025 )
* Year 9 Parents’ Evening (16:00 — 18:30)
* Key Stage Four taster lessons to commence in all curriculum areas

* Year 9 Options Evening (16:00 — 18:00)
* Parent/carer presentations to take place in the Main Hall at 4pm and 5pm

Friday 215t March 2025
* Deadline for returning forms to the Main Office

. l | Thursday 6" March 2025 h

Useful Contacts

If you have any questions or concerns, please email wva.enquiries@consilium-at.com in the first instance.
Your enquiry will be signposted to one of the members of staff below.

* MrJ Craggs, Head of Year, can support both students and parents through the options process. He will
be available to speak with students if they are struggling to make decisions and can signpost students,
parents and carers to additional support where necessary.

* Form Tutors are very well placed to offer parental support with the option process, in addition to
discussing routes available with individual students.

* Miss J. Longstaff is our designated careers lead and can be contacted by students or parents to discuss
options, pathways and career opportunities.

* Mr J. Willis, Assistant Headteacher, is responsible for leading the options process and can be contacted
to offer further support where necessary.




Options Blocks

2025

The National Curriculum requires that all students study a core curriculum including the subjects below:

English Language - GCSE

English Literature - GCSE

Mathematics - GCSE

Science — Combined - GCSE

Physical Education — No Exam

Personal Development — No Exam

OPTION 1: Students should select ONE subject from the list below:

Geography - GCSE

History - GCSE

Spanish - GCSE

OPTION 2: Students should select TWO subjects from the list below:

Art and Design — Fine art - GCSE

Art and Design — Photography - GCSE

Citizenship - GCSE

Computer Science - GCSE

Film Studies - GCSE

Geography - GCSE

History - GCSE

Music - GCSE

Religious Studies - GCSE

Spanish - GCSE

Triple Science - GCSE

Digital Information Technology — Vocational

Engineering Design — Vocational

Health and Social care — Vocational

Hospitality and Catering — Vocational

Sports Studies — Vocational

Travel and Tourism — Vocational




The Endlish

Baccalaureate

You might have heard of the EBacc (English Baccalaureate) but are unsure of which subjects are included
and how it fits into the options process in year 9.

The EBacc is not a qualification in its own right but rather a combination of GCSE subjects. The EBacc was
introduced by the Government in 2010 to encourage students to study a broad rande of core subjects to
help them go on to study higher education courses.

The Research
* A study by the UCL Institute of Education shows that studying subjects included in the EBacc provides

students with dgreater opportunities in further education and increases the likelihood that a pupil will
stay on in full-time education.

» Sutton Trust research reveals that studying the EBacc can help improve a young person’s performance
in English and Maths.

The Courses

In order to achieve the English Baccalaureate, students should have a mix of GCSE subjects which includes
at least one subject from each of the areas outlined below. Detailed in the table are the qualifications on
offer at Wyvern Academy that support students in achieving the EBacc.

Area Qualifications

English English Languagde, English Literature

Maths Mathematics

Science Combined Science, Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics),

Computer Science

Humanities Geography, History

Landuades Spanish

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’



https://cls.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CLS-WP-201711-Incentivising-specific-combinations-of-subjects-does-it-make-any-difference-to-university-access.pdf
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MakingtheGrade2019.pdf
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MakingtheGrade2019.pdf

GCSE

Art and Design

For further details, please speak to: Mrs J. Cass

Exam Board: GCSE Fine Art or Photography (AQA)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ARTZ2

Why should you choose Art?

Through Art and Design, you will build on the experiences that you have gained and learn a range of
enjoyable, creative and exciting approaches to making art such as painting, drawing, photography and
printmaking. You will develop observational skills through sustained studies as well as shorter workshop
exercises. You will look at artists and designers, learning to analyse artworks and to present high quality
research on a wide range of artists and designers. The course will include:

* AO0L1: Developing ideas by looking at artist, designers, craftspeople and photographers. Their ideas will
influence and lead your work in individual way; you will analyse and show understanding of their work.

* A02: Experiment and select different resources, media, materials, techniques and processes. You will
show these in studies on paper and through computer manipulation too, presentation skills and good
literacy skills are essential.

* A03: Recording ideas, observations and insights of the subjects that your topic is based on. This is
required to be in a visual and written form.

* A04: Present a personal and meaningful response. Your personal studies from above will have led you
to this point and all the hard work is put together showing how artists have led you here and showing
how your experiments all link together.

How will | be assessed?

* Unit 1 Portfolio 60%
* Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment 40% (10 hour in-school examination, following 3 months preparation
time)

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

T MANAGEMENT ==
AENT

After successfully completing the GCSE course, students can join an AS and A2
course in any of the artistic disciplines available. Regional and local colleges
offer wonderful opportunities for this, leading further to entry into specialised

o)
dedrees such as, architecture, computer animation, interior design, fashion, g P LA
Textile design, photography and graphics. EOE
Possible careers: Graphic designer, Stylist, Fashion Designer, Trend forecaster, 3 ETT.‘.E??T
Jewellery designer, Illustrator, Interior designer, Stage/ Costume design, —

—

Printmaker, Teacher, Visual merchandiser, Fashion photographer, Fashion buyer.

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’




GCSE

Citizenship Studies

For further details, please speak to: Mr D. Henson

Exam Board: GCSE Citizenship Studies (Edexcel)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

X

Why should vou choose Citizenship?

Citizenship Studies is about how people take an active part in democratic politics and work together for a
better society, locally, nationally and globally. Students will learn about power, democracy, the operation
of government and the legal system, and the role of the UK in the wider world. They will explore and learn
about different controversial and topical issues with political, social, ethical, economic and environmental
dimensions in local to global contexts. They will experience taking citizenship action and learn from trying
to make a difference themselves.

Topics covered:

Theme A — Population changes, migration, identity, respect, Human Rights

Theme B — Elections, voting, government formations, making laws, taxes

Theme C — Law, sources of law, court systems, punishment and sentencing, crime in society

Theme D — Charities and organisations, United Nations and involvement in the world, media freedom
Theme E — Identifying and creating an action project to create change locally, nationally or internationally.

How will | be assessed?

* Paper 1 -1 hour 45 minutes — Theme A Living together in the wider world, Theme B Democracy at
work, Theme C Law and Justice
* Paper 2 — 1 hour 45 minutes — Theme D Power and Influence in the world, Theme E Active Citizenship

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

After successfully completing the GCSE course, students can join an AS and A2
course in any of the artistic disciplines available. Regional and local colleges
offer wonderful opportunities for this, leading further to entry into specialised
dedrees such as, law, social work, health and social, journalism, politics,
sociology, criminology.

Possible careers: Lawyer/Legal work, journalism, Police officer, Politician, TO

Analyst, Health worker, Civil Service. S
Skills for life: Analysis work, research, presentation skills, B ERaN
completing investigations and enquiries, communication, and the use —
of thinking skills technigues to assist learning. _-

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’




GCSE

Computer Science

For further details, please speak to: Mr D. Marshall

Exam Board: GCSE Computer Science (OCR)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT1

Why should you choose Computer Science?

GCSE Computer Science will give you the opportunity to:

* Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including
abstraction, decomposition and logic, algorithms, and data representation.

* Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such
problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs.

» Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with
one another and with other systems.

» Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society.

* Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science.”

*Computer Science is a difficult GCSE with some higher level mathematical concepts, therefore it is
advised that you should be looking to achieve a grade 6 in Maths by the end of year 11 to choose this
option. Please speak to Mr Holden if you do not meet this entry requirement but wish to take Computer
Science.

How will | be assessed?

* Component 1: Computer Systems — 50% of total GCSE — exam
* Component 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming — 50% of total GCSE - exam

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

INNOV A TION

N AQ
D E A<FINANC

GCSE Computer Science is a highly regarded qualification that opens many
doors to further study, a typical pathway is to study A-Level Computer science
at 6th form and move on to University to study the subject further. However,
you could also opt to study vocational IT related subjects at college or take
an apprenticeship in IT related industries. Many Computer Science students
also opt to move into industries such as data management, cyber security,
law enforcement, forensics and entertainment sectors such as computer
game design.

MOTIVATION

PLAN

5555 PROMOTION
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| Vocational
@ ) Digital Information Technology

For further details, please speak to: Mr D Marshall

Exam Board: BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT1

Why should you choose Digital Information Technology? In today’s world, digital skills are as
important as literacy and numeracy. This course equips students with essential knowledge in IT project
management, user interface design, data analysis, and cybersecurity. The qualification is designed to
build problem-solving skills, creativity, and an understanding of digital working practices.

The course will include:

* Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques —
Learning how user interfaces are designed and developing project management skills to create
effective digital solutions.

* Component 2: Collecting, Presenting, and Interpreting Data —

Understanding how data is collected, processed, and presented to support business decision-
making.

* Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices —

Exploring modern digital systems, cybersecurity threats, legal and ethical considerations, and
how organisations use IT to improve efficiency.

How will | be assessed?

*Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques (30%) —
Internally assessed coursework.

*Component 2: Collecting, Presenting, and Interpreting Data (30%) — Internally assessed coursework.
*Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices (40%) — Externally assessed written examination (1
hour 30 minutes).

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

Studying BTEC Digital Information Technology provides students with a strong foundation for further
education and career opportunities in the digital sector. The course can lead to Level 3 vocational
courses such as BTEC National in IT, apprenticeships, or A-Levels in related subjects such as Computer
Science or Business. Many universities offer degrees in computing, cybersecurity, data analytics, and
digital marketing.

Possible careers include:

*Software Developer
*|T Support Technician
*Cybersecurity Analyst
*Data Analyst




Vocational

Engineering Design

For further details, please speak to: Mr C McGrath

Exam Board: Cambridge National (OCR)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ARTZ2

Why should you choose Engineering?

This qualification is aimed at learners who wish to study the processes involved in designing new
engineered products and the requirements of a design specification. Through research and practical
activities, learners will understand how market requirements and opportunities inform client briefs and
will use practical skills such as drawing, computer modelling and model making to communicate ideas.

This qualification is aimed at everyone who would like to find out more about engineering by:
 learning about the key engineering sectors — mechanics, electrical/electronic and engineering
design and how they contribute to industry.
» developing key engineering practical and technical skills, such as research, observation,
measurement, planning, making, using CAD and disassembly.
* developing key skills for employment in engineering sectors, such as problem solving, design,
creativity, communication and collaboration.

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

When you have completed the qualification, you will have developed a
practical understanding of engineering skills. You may want to 4o on to
further study such as A Levels, BTECs or a mixture of both. You will find
that many of the ideas covered here are further developed in qualifications
such as BTEC Nationals in Engineering and Information Technology.
Alternatively, you might want to find work in the engineering sector as an
apprentice or a trainee. The course also links to engineering at degree level

MOTIVATION

i VISION

if you aspire to continue with this subject after KS5. The best option for you E?Rmé’“
will depend on both the grades you achieve in this qualification and in any EIALSET
other qualifications you have taken, what you enjoy doing and the advice —
you can access about further learning and training opportunities available. C—— )

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’




For further details, please speak to: Mr Henson

Exam Board: WJEC Edugas GCSE

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

Reception area

Why should you choose Film studies?

Film Studies is an exciting and engaging subject that develops critical thinking, creativity, and analytical
skills. Students explore the world of cinema through historical, cultural, and technical perspectives,
examining a range of US and global films. The course provides a hands-on opportunity to create film
extracts or screenplays, applying practical knowledge to the filmmaking process.

The course will include:

*Component 1: Key Developments in US Film — Analysis of two US mainstream films from different time
periods and an independent US film, alongside key developments in film and film technology.
*Component 2: Global Film — Narrative, Representation, and Film Style — Study of three films from
different global contexts, including English and non-English language films, and contemporary UK cinema.
*Component 3: Production — Creation of a film extract or screenplay, demonstrating practical filmmaking
skills, creativity, and an evaluative analysis of the production process.

How will | be assessed?

*Component 1: Key Developments in US Film (35%) — Written examination (1 hour 30 minutes) covering
US film history, mainstream Hollywood films, and independent cinema.

*Component 2: Global Film (35%) — Written examination (1 hour 30 minutes) analysing global cinema,
narrative techniques, representation, and aesthetics.

*Component 3: Production (30%) — Practical coursework, creating a film extract or screenplay with an
evaluative analysis.

What can | do with this subject when I lincludevern Academy?

Studying GCSE Film Studies opens doors to further education and career
opportunities in the creative industries. After completing this course,
students can progress onto A-Level Film Studies, Media Studies, or
vocational courses related to filmmaking, journalism, or digital media

T = MANAGEMENT -
OIECT F=otvaone

DEASFINANQC)

production. Universities and film schools offer specialist degrees in areas e
such as film production, screenwriting, cinematography, and media NP
. : . , . . . = S BE
analysis. Possible careers include: Film Director Screenwriter, Editor, EOEBEA
Cinematographer, Journalist Film Critic, Producer, Visual Effects Artist, 3 nginfT
Media Researcher, Advertising Executive. __
)

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’




GCSE

Geogdraphy

For further details, please speak to: Miss Dean

Exam Board: GCSE Geography (AQA)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT 2

Why should you choose Geodraphy?

According to Michael Palin, ‘Geography is a subject that holds the key to our future’ and in our increasingly
globalised world, this has never been more relevant. Students are given the opportunity to develop their
sense of place in the world and the challenges we face moving into the 21 Century. By studying
Geography students will understand how past Geographical events have influenced the society that we
live in and how present actions will impact the future of our planet.

Throughout the GCSE Geography course students will encounter a variety of geographical issues, allowing
students to focus on the “world” rather than their own loci and develop an understanding of the issues
that they will encounter in the wider world. This course allows students to study different human and
physical processes and how they operate in the world around them, as well as understanding how these
interact and impact on each other. By studying Geography, students will develop a sense of curiosity about
why the world looks and works the way it does, and how they as global citizens can impact upon it.

How will | be assessed?

* Paper 1: Living with the physical environment — 35% of total GCSE
» Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment — 35% of total GCSE
» Paper 3: Geographical applications — 30% of total GCSE

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern I ——

Academy? | T

Progression at A-Level — Geography, Geology, Sociology, li Q\a‘:ae{;/%/";%% 4
Archaeology. A N ////[:’/ 3 |
Progression to apprenticeships — examples include {( ,“E—a‘,}e“? Q\"b' ﬁﬂ\‘s‘“.fl
surveying, horticulture, agriculture, land-based engineering or | \\\g\\x\k\ig% e s‘*“\‘{\\“\‘ﬁé ';\
BTEC’s in environmental sustainability or environmental Q\\\\ 2D S :-c' N\f i
conservation. _K‘»‘?/’;’ Jf 45 Ly |
Career opportunities include land manader, property %’%iﬁ’f@lﬁh 3‘17 §§ “»:
developer, tourist information officer, town planner, travel , %%g(;»‘"‘-f 57/7[‘ o aS S
agent, transport manager, weather forecaster, army, navy, ”-"(% % "°§ rLQ‘*’ \
navigator, pilot, air host/hostess, archaeologist and many ‘ L/ A W = W RS \
more. z Demagpaphos "é

Skills for employment include fieldwork, research, //
presentation skills, completing investigations and enquiries, ?
communication, and the use of thinking skills technigues to

assist learning. ‘Excellence i all Hhat we do’




Vocational

Health and Social Care

For further details, please speak to: Mr Henson

Exam Board: Pearson BTEC Tec Award in Health & Social Care

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT1

Why should vou choose Health and Social Care?

This course gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical
learning environment. The course will develop student understanding of the areas listed below:

* The knowledde and effective use of skills, process and attitudes such as human growth and
development, Health and Social care services, and factors affecting people’s health and well being.

* The process that underpins effective ways of working in Health and Social care, such as designing a
plan to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing.

* The attitudes that are considered the most important in Health and Social care, including the care
values that are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practise applying them.

* The development of key skills that prove your aptitude in Health and Social care such as interpreting
data to assess an individual’s health.

How will | be assessed?

* Component 1 — Human Lifespan Development — Internally assessed coursework

* Component 2 — Health and Social Care Services and Values — Internally assessed coursework
* Component 3 — Health and Wellbeing — External exam

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

After completing your Health & Social Care qualification, you will be in a great position to continue study.
You can go on to further academic study such as A-levels, or further Level 3
vocational subjects in Health and Social Care. You may also consider moving
into the child care and development suite of level 3 qualifications or an
appropriate T level.

S == MANAGEMENT 57w
DEVELOPMENT ™y
I

Here are some jobs you may be aware of;

* Primary Health Care: GP/Dentist/Optometrist

* Secondary & Tertiary Health Care: Doctor/nurse/Department consultant
» Allied Health Professionals: Psychologist/Dietician/Counsellor

* Social Care: Social worker/Early help practitioner/Carer

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’




For further details, please speak to:
Miss Dean

Exam Board: Edexcel/Pearson

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT2

Why should you choose History?

GCSE History helps young people to learn about their past, present and future world. It enables learners to
experience different cultures and people and build a better understanding of the past to change the future.

The exam has a focus on Britain’s Health, Germany and the relations between the USA and Soviet Union; all of
which are still in some ways a focus on our news channels today.

History helps with many skills that will be of importance to daily life and future education such as research skills,
a focus on evidence and factual details, how to form a debate and an argument and developing essay writing
skills. Arguably, without studying a Humanities subject you risk missing out on vital information and
understanding about the world we live in and the progress that has been made over time.

How will | be assessed?
There are three exam papers which will all be taken at the end of Year 11.

* Paper 1: Thematic Study and Historic Environment: Medicine in Britain 1250 - Now
* Paper 2: Period Study: Superpower Relations and the Cold War 1941-1991

AND the British Depth Study: Anglo Saxon and Norman England 1060-1088
* Paper 3: Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939

It is important to know that the exam covers four objectives: Knowledge/understanding, explanation/evaluation,
source analysis and interpretation analysis. The exams have a range of marks, all the way from 4 marks per question
to 20 marks per question.

ALL EXAM QUESTIONS EXPECT A GENEROUS AMOUNT OF WRITING: There are no multiple choice or one-word answers
in History so this is something to think about before choosing this option.

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy? —
History teaches us to ask very important questions and helps [

support other subjects closely, such bas English where many skills | \ e §—T .‘
of inference and evaluation overlap. | = % msmman £ Tz \cher ;}
You will be primed for a huge range of careers in history and . ( QS{LSSO g : Vice Preside
beyond. Many universities look favourable at History as a subject | ~\‘:~fﬂ Nﬂ“empuuun Scholar ? :
and especially for degrees in law, where most ask for Historyat || \li“““\“‘\;‘” sSBClate meessor“a‘;\‘g’g&“; =L 'a;
GCSE and A Level. = or LE wmitior 1

Areas you could go into include; Law, Politics, Public sector,
Business, Marketing, Journalism, Economics, Teaching, Insurance,
Archaeology and curation (museums, galleries, archives and
libraries) and even scientific research.

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’




Level 1 / 2 Vocational Award

Hospitality and Catering

For further details, please speak to: Mrs L. Marley

Exam Board: WJEC

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

TEC3

Why should you choose Hospitality and Catering?

This Level 1 / 2 Vocational award equips learners with the knowledde, understanding and skills required to
work within the hospitality and catering industry. You will be taught a wide variety of practical skills
alongside knowledge of nutrition and healthy eating. You will learn how different hospitality and catering
provisions operate and understand health and safety legislation within this.

Unit 1 - The Hospitality & Catering Unit 2 — Hospitality & Catering in
Industry Action
Overview Overview
1.1 Hospitality and catering provision 2.1 The importance of nutrition
1.2 How hospitality and catering 2.2 Menu planning
providers operate. 2.3 The skills and technigues of
1.3 Health and safety in hospitality and | preparation, cooking and presentation of
catering 1.4 Food safety in hospitality dishes.
and catering 2.4 Evaluating cooking skills
How will | be assessed? Unit 1 — The Hospitality & Catering Unit 2 — Hospitality & Catering in
Industry Action
Weighting: 40% Weidghtind: 60%
Duration: 1hour 20minutes (written Duration: 12 hours-controlled
exam) assessment
Number of marks: 80 Number of marks: 120
GLH: 48 GLH: 72

* Please be aware, there is an expectation that you bring ingredients in every fortnight, as we will cook 3
lessons out of 6- if this is an issue you need to speak with Mrs Marley

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

SUCCESS

This specification will enable learners to make informed decisions about a
wide rangde of further learning opportunities and career pathways in not just
The Hospitality and Catering industry but also in other aspects of the food

industry, such as product development, packaging design, food science and % Y
nutrition. There is a job for everyone within this industry. S amrionenon
Ideal for students who may wish to go on to further education in the sector ES E'&Eé
and pursue a career in Dietetics, Nutrition, Marketing, Nursing, Sports science, Bt
Health care, Product Development, Catering, Teaching, Journalism, Retail, _-
Public relations, Advertising and Market research. a4

‘Excellence un all Hriot we do?




For further details, please speak to: Mr E. Maughan

Exam Board: GCSE Music (Edugas)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT3

Why should you choose Music?

This course is ideal for musicians. If you play an instrument reqularly, routinely explore musical ideas through
composition, and listen to music to work out how it is constructed, this course is for you. Expected standard at GCSE
level is minimum of Grade 3 (in Year 11), however, any motivated student could reach this level within Years 10 and
11 with duidance. It is not necessary to be a fluent reader of stave notation, though this would be of benefit.

You will develop skills in performing, composing, and listening, whilst also continuing to develop musical vocabulary
in line with four areas of study:

e Form and Structures (Set Work - Bach, 'Badinerie’)

* Music for Ensemble

*  Film Music

* Popular Music (Set Work - Toto, 'Africa’)

You will also develop many of those soft-skills so attractive to future employers, such as self-discipline, memory and
concentration, communication skills, teamwork and presenting yourself with confidence.

How will | be assessed?

30% Performance

2 pieces, approximately 4 minutes in length

Any instrument can be used, including DJing, so long as it meets the required difficulty and skill level

30% Composition
2 pieces, approximately 3 minutes in length,
Compositions can be created in either MuseScore or Bandlab for Education

40% Appraisal Exam
A listening test, questions typically ask for identification of musical features or evaluation of a composer's decision

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

Learners who succeed in this GCSE course could consider progression to:

* Alevelsor a Level 3 vocational qualification, such as a BTEC National in 5
Music or a BTEC National in Music Technology, preparing you to enter g— r L
into employment or an apprenticeship, or to move onto higher i ED
education by studying a music-related degree. EDELARTE
* Level 2 vocational qualifications in a range of technical routes designed b
to lead to work, apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3. =

‘Excellence in all Hiat we do’




GCSE

Religious Studies

For further details, please speak to: Mrs O’Keefe

Exam Board: GCSE Religious Studies (AQA)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT 3

Why should vou choose Relidious Studies?

Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth. This will
enable them to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues. Students will gain an appreciation of
how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture, developing analytical and critical
thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas, leadership and research skills.

This is a traditional, academic subject which helps students to consider the people in the world around
them. Students will learn about their beliefs, how they live their life according to their faith and how a
multi-faith society functions. Students will also have the opportunity to develop their own views on these
beliefs and practices and evaluate moral issues. Students should be prepared to voice their own opinions,
challenge those of others and ask questions whenever possible.

How will | be assessed?

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices -50% of total GCSE
* Focus areas: Christianity and Islam

Component 2: Thematic studies — 50% of total GCSE

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

A GCSE in Religious Studies will indicate to potential employers that an
individual has excellent evaluation and critical analysis skills — both
written and verbal. It suggests that they are prepared to question, evaluate
and consider all viewpoints. There are excellent opportunities for debate

and discussion around many key issues faced by society. The analytical E%

and literacy skills developed during this course will provide an excellent 2 FLAI
foundation for students wanting to continue studies at A-level, particularly iiE @»b ;
those in the Humanities. SOELAT
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Why should you choose Spanish?

Languages open up a whole range of exciting future career pathways and possibilities for the modern
world. Students will study a wide range of interesting topics relating to the Spanish language and the
culture of Spanish speaking countries. During the course you will increasingly understand how the Spanish
language works through a range of topics, such as technology, free-time, Spanish festivals, charity work
and careers. You will grow in confidence, accessing a wide range of high quality, authentic texts and have
first class communication skills, working in pairs and small groups.

This course is suited to all students, but it helps if you have an interest in other cultures and broadening
your horizons. Students will be using and developing a range of soft skills as well as learning another
language. In the ever-developing world, it is now more important than ever to learn a foreign language
and employers are looking for this skill too!

How will | be assessed?

* Paper 1: Listening — 25% of total GCSE
* Paper 2: Speaking — 25% of total GCSE
* Paper 3: Reading — 25% of total GCSE
* Paper 4: Writing — 25% of total GCSE

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

GCSE Spanish is useful in a range of jobs. Careers which use languages directly include; journalism, Primary
and Secondary teaching, translating, travel and tourism, law, marketing. Careers

where you will use the skills you learnt studying a languagde include; Public
and Armed Services, accountancy, leisure and hospitality, business services,
healthcare. A language opens doors and opportunities for travel and working
abroad. Once you have a GCSE in Spanish, it will be easier to learn a second
languade.
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If you are thinking about going to University, it is important to consider
choosing a GCSE in a language. Universities regard languages as
“facilitating subjects” which means they will look favourably on
applicants who have studied a lanquage to at least GCSE standard.
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Vocational

Sport

For further details, please speak to: Mr M. Hillary

Exam Board: OCR Cambridge National L2 in Sports Studies

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT 3

Why should you choose Sport?

The Cambridge National in Sport Studies takes a sector-based approach, whilst also including core sport and
physical education themes. Students have the opportunity to apply fundamental principles and concepts of sport
studies, skills development and sports leadership to their own practical performance. Students will learn about
contemporary issues in sport such as funding, participation, how technology is used within sport, ethics and values,
and sport and the media.

The course is broken down into three components:
R184: Contemporary Issues in Sport

R185: Performance and Leadership in Sports Activities
R186: Sport and the Media

How will | be assessed?

Cambridge Nationals use both internal and external assessment. The qualification is made up of two mandatory
units and one optional unit.

* R184: The externally assessed unit makes up 40% of the qualification and is taken at the end of the course in the
form of an exam.

» R185: This component is internally assessed through practical performance, written assignments and leadership
activities. This part of the course makes up 40% of the final grade.

» R186: Evidence is collated in the form of a report that covers the different sources of media and the positive and
negative effects of these media outlets. This part of the course makes up 20% of the final grade and is internally
assessed.

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?
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This qualification is aimed at pupils looking to gain the knowledge, understanding
and skills to progress to further study and, in due course, prepare learners to enter
the workplace. Learners can expect to begin to gain the skills necessary to work

in the fields of: Sports coaching, PE teaching, armed forces, police, fire service, %

fitness instruction, leisure centre management, sports psychologist and sports Y‘E PLA

physio to name but a few. > S CERAND
ESEIDEA
ED FETARGET

Following the completion of the Level 2 Cambridge National in Sport Studies, T

||| |
13
8

there is a clear progression route to the Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport and
Activity.
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Vocational

Travel and Tourism

For further details, please speak to: Mr Marshall

Exam Board: Pearson BTEC

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ICT1

Why should you choose Sport?

The travel and tourism sector is one of the fastest-growing industries worldwide, offering exciting and varied
career opportunities. This course will help students develop an understanding of how the industry operates,
customer needs, and the factors affecting global tourism. The course also encourages transferable skills such as
problem-solving, research, and customer service, which are valuable in many careers.

The course will include:

*Component 1: Travel & Tourism Organisations and Destinations — Understanding the different types of travel
and tourism organisations, their role in the industry, and what makes a destination appealing to visitors.
*Component 2: Customer Needs in Travel & Tourism — Investigating how travel organisations identify and meet
customer needs and planning travel arrangements for different types of customers.

*Component 3: Influences on Global Travel & Tourism — Examining factors that influence travel trends, the
impact of tourism on destinations, and how destinations respond to these challenges.

How will | be assessed?

*Component 1: Travel & Tourism Organisations and Destinations (30%) — Internally assessed coursework.
*Component 2: Customer Needs in Travel & Tourism (30%) — Internally assessed coursework.
*Component 3: Influences on Global Travel & Tourism (40%) — Externally assessed written examination (2
hours).

What can | do with this subject when I leave Wyvern Academy?

Studying BTEC Travel & Tourism provides students with an excellent foundation
for careers in the travel, tourism, and hospitality industries. The course offers a
pathway to Level 3 vocational courses such as BTEC National in Travel and
Tourism, apprenticeships, or A-Levels in related subjects such as Business or
Geography. Many universities offer degrees in tourism management, hospitality,
and event planning. Possible careers include: Travel Agent, Holiday
Representative, Cabin Crew, Hotel Manager, Tour Guide, Events Manager, Cruise
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GCSE

Triple Science

For further details, please speak to: Mr T. Raw

Exam Board: GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics (AQA)

Where will you find us on Options Evening?

ARTZ2

Why should you choose Triple Science?

Students following the Triple Science course will study three GCSE’s in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. All
of these qualifications have been developed in order to inspire and challenge students of all abilities and
aspirations. Whilst the content of this course is similar to that studied in the Combined Science
qualification, it covers topics in more depth and includes additional, more challenging content.

* The topics covered in GCSE Biology include: Cell Biology, organisation, infection and response,
bioenergetics, homeostasis and response, inheritance, variation, evolution and ecology.

* The topics covered in GCSE Chemistry include: Atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding,
structure and the properties of matter, quantitative chemistry, chemical changes and energy changes.
The topics covered in GCSE Physics include: Energy, electricity, particle model of matter, atomic
structure, forces, waves, magnetism and electromagnetism and space.

How will | be assessed?

Students will sit two equally weighted papers in each of the individual Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and
Physics). This will include a mix of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response
questions.

What can | do with this subject when | leave Wyvern Academy?

Progression to Level 3 Courses:

* Level 3 Applied Science, A-Level Chemistry, A-Level Physics, A-Level Biology .
and other science related A-Levels e.d. Geology and Psychology

Level 3 Apprenticeships in (but not limited to):

255158 PROMOT!

e VISON

* Engineering, Dental Technician, Radiography, Healthcare, Agriculture E'TEA?.EE‘#‘
and Farming and Mining Technician —
]
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Year 9 Options 2025
Options Choice Sheet

Student Name

CORE SUBJECTS
nggﬂzge LiEtgf’at’icSur;e Mathematics ng?:rilzzd Core PE PSHE
v v v v v v/
Option 1: Choose ONE subject from the list below
Option 1 TICK ONE
GCSE Geography
GCSE History
GCSE Spanish
Option 2: Choose TWO subjects from the list below
GCSE TICK Vocational TICK

Art and Design — Fine art

Digital Information technology

Art and Design — Photography

Engineering and design

Citizenship

Health and Social Care

Computer Science

Hospitality and Catering

Film studies Sport Studies
Geography Travel and Tourism
History

Music

Religious Studies

Spanish

Triple Science

Stage 3: Choose TWO RESERVE choices based on the list above.

[You should not choose any of the choices selected in option 1 or option 2]

Reserve Subject 1

Reserve Subject 2

Return your form to the Main Office by Friday 215t March 2025.
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