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Tonight we will cover…

• The reality of the KS4 assessment system
• Supporting students through the assessment period
• Supporting students in developing a meaningful revision 

timetable and then sticking to it
• Encouraging and supporting home learning
• Revision in the digital age
• Questions and answers
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The Power of the Possible

GCSE Examinations - Summer 2022
Significant Improvement in whole school progress and 
attainment. 

Improvements in progress and attainment in:
• English
• Maths
• Ebacc
• Options subjects
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The Power of the Possible

Summer 2022

Some of our recent highlights from Wyvern Academy include Year 11 students’ excellent 
achievements in GCSE exams, including:

Amber Matthews achieved four grade 9s, one grade 8 and four grade 7s. Amber is studying A 
Levels in Business, Biology and Geography at Middlesbrough College. 

Sam Martin achieved five grade 8s, two grade 7s and two grade 6s. Sam is studying A Levels in 
Physics, Mathematics and Computer Science at Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College.

Jasmine Airey achieved one grade 9, one grade 8, six grade 7s and one grade 5. Jasmine is 
studying Fine Art at the Northern School of Art.
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The Power of the Possible
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The reality of the exam system 

Standard pass = 4
4 = low C

An old C = 4

An old A = 7

An old A* is spread over 8 & 9

Grade boundaries are set after the exams 
so teachers don’t know pass marks

An old G = 1

Strong pass = 5
5 = high C and low B
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The reality of the exam system 

Change in exams What does this mean to me?

Removal of tiered papers in all but Maths and Science All 9 grades spread over an exam so students might not 
be able to answer all of the questions

Coursework has been removed from subjects Students will be judged only on the exam, making these 
even more important

Increased literacy focus included in exams Anywhere from 10-15% of exams are marked for literacy 
so this needs to be a focus for students

Exam questions have a reading age of 16 and very high 
word count

Students must be able to read and understand the exam 
language at a high speed. The context of language is 
extremely important

The GCSEs are more challenging Students having to sit more exams, which are longer e.g. 
Science 6 or 9 exams
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The reality of the exam system 

Post 16 Education

• Pupils must stay in some form of ‘education or training’ until at least 
the age of 18

• Year 11 pupils who do not achieve a ‘pass’ in English and Maths will 
have to continue these subjects at College or Sixth Form

• A ‘pass’ is at least a Grade 4.
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College/Sixth Form Open Events

Contact details Open events date/time

Askham Bryan College

Vocational education, mainly land-based 

skills

Middlesbrough Campus, Stewart Park TS7 8AR

01642 327998

www.askham-bryan.ac.uk

Open mornings 10.30-1.30

Pre book on https://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/open-days/

12th November and 28th January

Bishop Auckland College (inc SWDT)

BAC - Vocational education, Access to HE, HE

South West Durham Training

Vocational Education

(Trades and Engineering)

Bishop Auckland College

Woodhouse Ln, Bishop Auckland DL14 6JZ

www.bacoll.ac.uk

01388 443000

South-West Durham Training

Aycliffe Business Park, Durham Way S, Newton 

Aycliffe DL5 6AT

www.swdt.co.uk

01325 313194

Open Event

Wednesday 12th October

5pm – 7pm

Carmel VI, A Catholic College

Sixth form college

The Headlands, Darlington DL3 8RW

www.carmel6.org.uk

01325 523421 

Open Evening 15th November 6.30pm

Darlington College

Vocational education

Access to HE

HE and professional

Central Park, Haughton Road. DL1 1DR

www.darlington.ac.uk

01325 503030

Thursday 20th October 2022 5.30-7.30pm
Wednesday 23rd November 2022 5.30-7.30pm
Thursday 19th January 2023 5.30-7.30pm
Tuesday 21st March 2023 5.30-7.30pm
Monday 8th May 2023 5.30-7.30pm (Higher Education & Life Skills Event)
Monday 3rd July 2023 3.30 - 6.30pm (Summer Open Event)

http://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/
https://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/open-days/
http://www.bacoll.ac.uk/
http://www.swdt.co.uk/
http://www.carmel6.org.uk/
http://www.darlington.ac.uk/
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College/Sixth Form Open Events
East Durham College

(includes Houghall)

Peterlee Campus – Vocational

EDC 6th Form – A levels

Houghall – Land based

Technical Academy Engineering

ED6 and Peterlee Campus

Willerby Grove, Peterlee. SR8 2RN

www.edc.ac.uk

0191 743 0424

Houghall Campus. Durham. DH1 3SG

The Technical Academy

1 Palmer Road, South West Industrial Estate

Peterlee. SR8 2HU

ED6 Open evenings all 5-6.30pm

28th September, 20th October, 10th November, 8th December, 9th February, 23rd

March, 4th May, 8th June

Peterlee Campus all 5-6.30pm

28th September, 17th October, 7th November, 5th December, 9th January, 6th

February, 20th March, 24 April, 5th June

Houghall

Open Days 9.30-11.30am (arrive by 10.45am) 1st October, 29 April

Open evenings 5-6.30pm 19th October, 23rd November, 14th December, 25th

January, 1st March, 19th April, 24th May

Technical Academy all 5-6.30pm

28th September, 17th October, 7th November, 5th December, 9th January, 6th

February, 20th March, 24 April, 5th June

Middlesbrough College

MC – Vocational

MC6 – Sixth Form

(includes Mix it Up)

TTE – Study programmes and 

Apprenticeships

Middlesbrough College

Dock Street

Middlesbrough

TS2 1AD

T: 01642 333333

www.mbro.ac.uk

TTE Technical Limited

Edison House, Middlesbrough Road East,

South Bank, Middlesbrough TS6 6TZ UK

Tel: 01642 462266

www.tte.co.uk

Middlesbrough College and MC6

Open evenings 11th October 5-8pm, 8th December 5-7.30pm, 15th March 5-7pm

27th April 5-7pm, 17th May 22 June

Open days 5th November 9.30-12, 28th January 9.30-12

TTE all 4-6pm

4th October, 23rd November, 12th January, 7th February, 22nd March, 11th May, 6th

June

http://www.edc.ac.uk/
http://www.mbro.ac.uk/
http://www.tte.co.uk/
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College/Sixth Form Open Events

Northern School Of Art

Specialist arts college

Middlesbrough Campus

Newport Road, TS1 1LA

www.northernart.ac.uk

01642 288000

Open evenings 4th October 5.30-7.30pm 21st March 5.30-8pm

Open days Saturday 19th November, 14th January and 10th June 10am-2pm

Monday 20th February 10am-2pm (in half term)

Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form Centre

Sixth Form

Vane Terrace, Darlington. DL3 7AU

www.qeliz.ac.uk

01325 461315

Open evenings 5.00-8.00pm

5th October, 11th October 20th October

Open day 19th November 10.30am -2pm

Stockton Riverside College (etc group)

SRC – Vocational

Bede 6th – Sixth Form

NETA- Engineering and apprenticeships

SRC

Harvard Avenue, Stockton-on-Tees. TS17 6FB 

www.stockton.ac.uk

01642 865400

Bede 6th Form Centre 

Marsh House Ave, Billingham TS23 3HB

www.bede.ac.uk

01642 373250

NETA

Pennine Ave, Stockton-on-Tees TS18 2RJ

01642 616936 

www.neta.co.uk

SRC

Open events 4th October, 15th November, 8th February, 11th May. All 5-7pm

Saturday 25th March 10am-12 noon. 

Or you can book a 1-2-1 tour https://www.stockton.ac.uk/tours

Bede

Open evenings. All 5-7pm

26th September, 18th October,  22nd November, 

10th January (online), 2nd February.

NETA

Engineering Open Events.  13th October 24th November 4th May. All 5-7pm

Engineering Apprenticeship Open Event 4th May 5-7pm

Summer Event 1st July 11am-2pm

South Durham UTC

Sixth form specialising in Engineering 

related vocational quals and A levels. 

Year 12 Open evenings

20th October, 24th November starting at 5.30pm.

http://www.northernart.ac.uk/
http://www.qeliz.ac.uk/
http://www.stockton.ac.uk/
http://www.bede.ac.uk/
http://www.neta.co.uk/
https://www.stockton.ac.uk/tours
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Assessment Overview: Year 10

• Fortnight commencing Wednesday 7th December: Mock Exam Cycle 1

• Thursday 4th May: Parents’ Evening 

• Fortnight commencing Monday 19th June: Mock Exam Cycle 2
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Assessment Overview: Year 11

• Fortnight commencing Monday 7th November: Mock Exam Cycle 1

• Thursday 2nd February: Parents’ Evening 

• Fortnight commencing Monday 27th February: Mock Exam Cycle 2

• GCSE start date: Monday 15th May 2023

• Final GCSE exam: Friday 23rd June 2023
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Top five tips to support your child through their exams
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Goal Setting and Belief

• Talk about goals and targets. 
• Encourage them to keep their goals planner visible – e.g. 

printed and displayed on their bedroom wall.
• Help focus them and talk to them about their goals 

regularly.
• Connect with them about ‘why’ and ‘what’ they want to 

achieve.
• Visit college open events.
• Celebrate any successes and reward them e.g. if they 

have achieved their mini-goals.
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Time Out  and Keeping Active

• Encourage them to build in opportunities to take some 
time out every week, away from study. 

• Encourage them to keep active on a daily basis. Carry 
out exercise in manageable chunks e.g. 3 x 20 min 
sessions throughout the day.

• Plan to do active things together on a weekend.
• After exercise your brain functions well, so encourage a 

revision session afterwards. 

PROMOTING APPROPRIATE
TIME OUT
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Sleep Patterns and Unplugging

• Young people need between 8 – 9 hours sleep per night. 
• Help to create a relaxing evening routine.
• Make sure they don’t eat too late at night and avoid 

giving them caffeine or sugary drinks late at night.
• Encourage them to switch off from social media / 

technology at least an hour before bedtime.
• Make sure they put their phone away and on silent, 

while they are concentrating on tasks / revision / 
homework.
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Staying Calm and Being Supportive

• Set a good example by staying calm yourself.
• Help them plan out coping strategies to deal with their 

stress.
• Promote a balance of their academic studies and other 

activities during the week. 
• Offer caring advice.
• Show them how proud of them you are.
• Just be there for them!
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Knowledge Retrieval

Engage in the learning process with your child. Ask what 
new knowledge they have acquired and quiz them on 
what they are revising. 

• Ask what new learning took place today. 
• Get involved in the revision and study. 
• Lead the quizzing linked to the revision that has taken 

place. 
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SUCCESS: A simple formula

ATTEND
SCHOOL 

EVERY DAY
+

WORK
HARD 

EVERY DAY
= SUCCESS
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Attendance

As you are aware competition for both college places and job opportunities are fierce and good 
grades at GCSE can provide a stepping stone for your child’s future.
We hope we can work together to ensure your child receives the very best opportunities and to do 
this we need positive attendance.

We expect your child to be in school every day. There is a clear correlation between 
achievement and attendance and we want to work with you to ensure our pupils 
reach their full potential. (DFE)

• 120 school days before the exams will start.
• Approximately 100 hours left of core subject lessons.
• Each day and each lesson counts.
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Attendance and Achievement
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The Iceberg Illusion
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Revision at Wyvern Academy

1. In the coming weeks, students will each 
be issued with revision lists by their 
teachers. They should be used to direct 
revision in advance of mock exams. 

2. Students should plan their time in the 
weeks before mock exams. This should 
include completing a rigorous, yet 
achievable revision timetable.

3. Revision should be completed using your 
Wyvern Revision Sheets. Students should 
aim to complete AT LEAST One Per Day. 
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A Structures Revision Timetable

• A task that is best completed with support from parents/carers. 

• A timetable should be rigorous. By making sure that you commit enough time to 
revision, you will ensure you have covered all of the content needed for the exams. 

• A timetable should be achievable. By including too much, you run the risk of giving 
up. 

• A timetable should include opportunities for exercise and/or hobbies. Being 
committed to your revision does not mean that you need to punish yourself by not 
having a social life.
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Lunch Period 6 – Block 1 Period 6 – Block 2
Home Study 

Session 1
Home Study

Session 2
Home Study

Session 3

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Home Study Session 1 Home Study Session 2 Home Study Session 3

Saturday

Sunday

Week Commencing:

Name:
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One Per Day Revision

• 8 focused revision sheets 
to support students in 
structuring revision. 

• All sheets aimed at 
reducing and transforming 
core knowledge needed for 
exams. 

• Tracked using ClassCharts
so that parents/carers can 
monitor engagement in 
independent revision. 
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Keywords

Revision Sheet One: Reducing Information

Topic Being Revised:
Ensure this is clearly linked to your revision checklist!

Important Notes:

Confidence Rating

What action do you need to take if 

you are stuck?

__________________________________

I’m Stuck! I need to 
revisit

I’m 
confident

Summarise the topic being studied into the three most important 
bullet points:

List three questions that somebody could ask you about this 
topic:

•

•

•



‘Excellence in all that we do’

Revision Sheet Four: Process for Learning

Big Picture
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Revision Sheet Five: Prioritise Significance

Notes:

Notes:

Notes:

Notes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

PRIORITY

PRIORITY

PRIORITY

PRIORITY

W
H

Y
?

W
H

Y
?

W
H

Y
?

W
H

Y
?
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GCSEPod

www.gcsepod.com

http://www.gcsepod.com/
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3-5 
minute 
‘Pods’

28+
subjects

Easy
to use

What is GCSEPod? • 10 years experience as an award winning 
educational published

• Available at Wyvern Academy for all Key 
Stage 4 students

• Mapped directly to the curriculum

• Available on all platforms

• Used by 1 in 3 secondary schools in the UK

• The Netflix of GCSE content
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GCSEPod covers a broad range of subjects
The subjects are filtered on your child’s account to what they 
study and their exam boards



Wyvern Academy
Revision Power Hour

STEP 
ONE

STEP 
TWO

STEP 
FOUR

IDENTIFY AN AREA OF FOCUS 
USING YOUR REVISION LIST

Remember that you should revise 
the areas that you are less confident 
with. 

CHOOSE A PAST PAPER QUESTION
Ensure that the question is specific to 
the exam board you study. 

You may wish to ask your teacher to 
provide you with a question. 

REVISE AND TRANSFORM
You should use one of the 
Wyvern Revision Sheets in order 
to reduce and transform the 
information needed to answer 
the question. Remember to see 
your teacher and claim your 
revision points for your Passport 
to Prom! 

COMPLETE THE QUESTION

Complete the exam question in the amount 
of time that you would expect to take in the 
exam. 

Avoid using your detailed notes. Use your 
revision sheet for support only if absolutely 
needed.

SEEK FEEDBACK 
FROM YOUR 

TEACHER

STEP 
THREE
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Revision in English
English Literature Resources:
• Quotation revision clocks 
• Wyvern quotation revision guides
• 5-minute PETAL tasks  
• Knowledge organisers

English Language Resources:
• Practice papers

• Practise writing skills 
(Fiction and non-fiction)
• Knowledge organisers

English Literature 
Texts:

• Shakespeare: 
Romeo and 

Juliet
• A Christmas 

Carol
• An Inspector 

Calls
• Eduqas Poetry 

Anthology

Exam board: Eduqas
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Revision in Maths

www.mymaths.co.uk

www.onmaths.com

Homework is set on here for students.
There are short videos and lessons available on here to support students 
if they become stuck. Students can access all content whether it has been 
set as homework or not.

Great for exam paper practice.
There are short videos and further 
explanation identified by topic.

www.mathsworkout.co.uk

Provides modelled answers.
Good for providing additional questions to 
practice.

Practice exam papers.
Available from teachers.
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Year 11 Period 6
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Thank you for listening

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS


